Neurosurgery certification in member societies of the WFNS: Europe.
To objectively compare the complexity and diversity of the certification process in Neurological Surgery in European member societies of the World Federation of Neurosurgical Societies. The attention of this study centers on Europe. We provide here a subgroup analysis based on the responses provided to a 13-item survey. The data received were analyzed and three regional complexity scores (RCS) were designed. To compare national board experience as well as eligibility requirements to access the certification process and obligatory nature of the examinations, a RCS Organizational score was created (RCS-O, 20 points maximum). To analyze the complexity of the examination a RCS Components score was designed (RCS-C, 20 points maximum). The sum of both is presented in a Global RCS score (RCS-G). In addition, a descriptive summary of the certification process per responding society is also provided. Based on the data provided by our RCS system, the highest RCS-G was obtained by the United Kingdom (19/40 points) followed by European Association of Neurosurgical Societies, Poland, and Sweden (16/40 points each), Portugal (15/40 points), and Switzerland (14/40 points). The experience from these leading countries should be of value to all countries of the European Union.